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Jesus and the Status of Women-2

Christ's Signs
and Wonders
on Behalf of Women
In the face of Jewish opposition
Jesus often performed acts
of healing or other miracles
that ministered to women's needs.

By WALTER F. SPECHT
HOW DID JESUS relate to women? How did He treat
them?
Let us note first how He related to His mother. A
man's true self is often best revealed in his own home, to
those who are closely associated with him. What was
Jesus' attitude toward His mother? How did He regard
her status as a woman? How did He relate to her? The
gospels present four incidents that give us some indications regarding Jesus' relation to Mary.
The first of these was at the Passover visit in Jerusalem
when Jesus at the age of 12 was becoming a bar-mitzvah,
a son of the law (Luke 2:41-51). It was a great epoch in
Jesus' life, for He now revealed a consciousness of His
Messianic mission. When the Passover feast was over,
Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem. His absence was
not discovered until the conclusion of the first day's
journey. With great anxiety Mary and Joseph returned
to Jerusalem to look for Him. When Mary discovered
Him in the school of the rabbis she reprovingly asked,
" 'Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father
and I have been looking for you anxiously' " (verse 48,
R.S.V.). His answer was somewhat mystifying: " 'How
is it that you sought me? Did you not know that I must be
in my Father's house?' " (verse 49).
These were indeed strange words for a boy of 12. Jesus
was disclaiming the paternity of Joseph and declaring
His sonship to God. Nevertheless, Jesus showed no disrespect to Mary and Joseph. The record states, "And he
went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them" (verse 51).
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The second episode took place in Cana, where, according to John's Gospel, Jesus performed His first
miracle, or "sign" (John 2:1-12). Jesus, His disciples,
and His mother were guests at a wedding festival. He
was now nearly 30 years of age. When the supply of
wine was exhausted during the feast, Mary suggested
that He do something to reveal His true Messianic dignity. Jesus' answer at first seems harsh: " `C) woman, what
have you to do with me? My hour has not yet come' "
(verse 4).
While there is nothing derogatory in the address
"woman" (it may be one of respect and affection),1 it
may appear to be an unusual way to address a mother.
Perhaps the time had come to let Mary know that it was
not her place to make suggestions about His Messianic
work. Jesus is no longer under her direction and authority.
Jesus Made Provision for His Mother
Yet while hanging on the cross Jesus made provision
for His widowed mother, and addressed her as "woman"
(John 19:26, 27). At the wedding feast Mary did not take
offense at Jesus' reply, or regard it as a sharp rebuke.
She instead gave expression to her faith by saying to the
servants: " 'Do whatever he tells you' " (John 2:5). And
Jesus responded to that faith by performing His first
miracle—turning water into wine. He then accompanied
His mother to Capernaum, and from there separated
from His family to go on His mission.
The third incident apparently occurred at Capernaum
(Mark 3:19, R.S.V.), where a large crowd had gathered to
hear Jesus teach (Matt. 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35; Luke
8:19-21). At this time our Lord was so busy that He
scarcely had time to eat (Mark 3:20). Reports of this
reached His family, who were concerned not only about
His physical well-being but about His mental balance, as
well. Jesus had healed a blind and mute demoniac, and
the scribes and Pharisees attributed His power to Beelzebub, the prince of demons (Matt. 12:24). Jesus showed
the unreasonableness of such a charge, and warned the
Jewish leaders against blaspheming the Holy Spirit
(verses 25-32). At this juncture Mary and His brothers
arrived to take Jesus away to a much-needed rest. Because of the crowd, however, they were unable to reach
Him. So they sent word that they were waiting for Him
outside. But Jesus refused to go out to see them. Apparently He felt that He was grossly misunderstood even
by His own mother. Mary was seemingly again trying to
direct His Messianic work. Jesus took this occasion to
make a pronouncement concerning His true family:
" 'Whoever does the will of God is my brother, and
sister, and mother' " (Mark 3:35, R.S.V.; Matt. 12:50).
Connected with this experience was a woman's exclamation, " 'Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the
breasts that you sucked!' " (Luke 11:27, R.S.V.). In a
male-dominated society a woman's claim to recognition
was in rearing a son. How fortunate was the mother of a
son like Jesus! This woman's exclamation, recorded only
by Luke, echoed the song of Elizabeth before Jesus'
birth: " 'Blessed are you among women!' " (Luke 1:42)
or, perhaps, the words of Mary's Magnificat, " 'Henceforth all generations will call me blessed' " (Luke 1:48).
Similar ascriptions of blessedness occur in rabbinical
writings,2 the most significant one being: "Blessed is the

Several stories in the Gospels tell of Jesus' working miracles on behalf of women, such as the woman He healed while on His way to Jairus' home.

hour in which the Messiah was created. Blessed is the
womb from which he came." 3
In His reply Jesus shows the inadequacy of such a remark. Mary's place as His mother did not bring her salvation. This is dependent upon a spiritual relationship.
" 'Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God
and keep it!'" (Luke 11:28, R.S.V.).
There can be little doubt that Jesus was devoted to His
family. Nevertheless He recognized a higher loyalty to
God, and to a larger family, the family of God. Even His
earthly family loyalty was to take second place to the
paramount loyalty to God. This is no denial of the claims
of family love, but that love must not interfere with love
and service for God. This is an important truth to be
kept in mind in every age.
In the final scene we see Mary standing by the cross of
Jesus (John 19:25-27). Jesus loved His mother. What
could He say that would brighten her heart at such a
time? All He could do was to commit her to the care of
the beloved disciple John, who accepted the sacred trust
given him.
Several times in the Gospels Jesus is pictured as working miracles on behalf of women. This readiness to help
women again distinguishes Him from rabbinical practice. While there is a profusion of rabbinical miracle
stories, only a few tell of women being helped.4
Early in His Galilean ministry our Lord was a guest in
the home of Simon Peter in Capernaum, where He was
told of the illness of Peter's mother-in-law. Although it
was the Sabbath day, Jesus made her well (Matt. 8:14, 15;
Mark 1:29-31; Luke 4:38, 39). His action not only violated the Pharisaic rules of Sabbathkeeping but also the
norms of propriety in dealing with women. The rabbis

declared that a man was not to look at a beautiful woman,
even if she were single, nor at a married woman, even if
she were not beautiful, nor even at a woman's lovely
attire.5 To take a woman's hand was quite shocking to
Jewish sticklers for propriety. But to help a sick woman,
Jesus was willing to break rabbinical Sabbath rules, as
well as the accepted rules of social propriety.
According to the Gospel of Luke, Jesus had compassion on a bereaved widow of Nain and raised her son
to life (Luke 7:11-17). Jesus, His disciples, and a great
crowd, were approaching the gate of the village just as
the funeral procession was moving toward the cemetery.
The plight of the widowed mother who had lost her only
son touched the Master's heart. In such a situation she
was helpless and defenseless. The bier on which the body
of the young man laid was not an enclosed coffin, but a
litter consisting of a board with narrow sides attached.
It was customary for the body to be wrapped in linen
cloth, but with the face exposed. Although contact with
the dead would render Him ceremonially unclean (Num.
19:11), Jesus stepped up and touched the bier. The pallbearers stopped, and Jesus raised the young man to life.
At Capernaum (Matt. 9:1) Jesus also raised the 12year-old daughter of Jairus, the ruler of the synagogue
(Matt. 9:18, 19, 23-26; Mark 5:21-24, 35-43; Luke 8:40-42,
49-56). Again ignoring the fact that contact with the dead
would make Him ceremonially unclean,6 our Lord took
her by the hand and said, " `Talitha cumi' ; which means,
`Little girl, I say to you, arise.' " Thus Jesus demonstrated that He valued human need above ritual requirements.
On the way to Jairus' home Jesus healed a woman
who had suffered from a hemorrhage for 12 years (Matt.
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9:20-22; Mark 5:25-34; Luke 8:43-48). She had spent all
of her financial resources on physicians and remedies,
only to be pronounced incurable (Mark 5:26). According
to Jewish law a woman in this condition was in a state of
perpetual uncleanness. (Lev. 15:25-33). Apparently she
lacked the opportunity or the courage to confront Jesus

For theYounger Set

Domie's Adventures-6

Domie Hears Music
By Dominador U. Gonzales
As told to
ELLA RUTH ELKINS
(Last week: Domie ran away from home
with two of his friends and enrolled in a
government boarding school. He became
homesick after six weeks and wrote home.
He offered his first prayer.)

AFTER A WEEK or so all
the students were sent
out to weed the rice field.
Even though the sun was
bright and hot, the boys
worked cheerfully. In the
early part of the afternoon
rain began to fall.
Back at the dormitory that
night Domie came down with
a chill. He got cold and then
hot, and his teeth chattered.
The following day he was
taken to the hospital. Before
long he slipped into unconsciousness.
The physician who examined Domie shook his head.
"I am afraid we cannot help
this boy. His sickness is like
that of the patient who died
in this hospital several
months ago. There's no use
keeping him here. Have
someone come and take him
home to die."
The nurse nodded Yes
as she jotted notes on

Domie's chart. Then the doctor and the nurse turned their
backs and walked out.
The school was called.
Someone came and got
Domie. He was unconscious
as they laid him in the back
seat of a car and drove him to
his home a half-day's journey away.
Days and days went by,
and still Domie slept
soundly, not knowing anything.
Then one day it was as
though he was having a
dream. There were sweet
voices way off in the distance. The sound was that of
his mother's and sisters'
singing, like the music he
heard when he interrupted
the religious service at home
when he was 9 years old. But
surely it must be a dream,
for how could he hear those
sweet voices—the voices he
was so homesick for—so
far away here in a strange
city? Closer and closer and
clearer and clearer came the
voices. No, this couldn't be
a dream! The voices were so
real he was sure if he could
just reach out he could feel
his dear ones by his side.
To be continued

directly and ask for help. Perhaps she feared she might be
refused. But she had faith to believe that if she could only
reach out and touch His garments she would be healed.
She managed to make her way through the crowd near
enough to touch "the fringe of his garment" (Matt. 9:20,
R.S.V.). The moment she did so she was healed.
Even though contact with such a person rendered our
Lord ritually unclean, He did not reproach her for touching Him. He did, however, insist that she reveal her
identity in the presence of the vast crowd. Alicia Craig
Faxon has correctly assessed the situation with these
words:
"Not only did He heal her from her physical illness, but
He released her from her fears and suffering, often concomitants of sickness but frequently existing by themselves. . . . Jesus also liberated this woman from her
feelings of inferiority and unworthiness. He called her
forth from her hiding place and confirmed her as a person. He acknowledged her faith and her determination.
"And He called her out of passivity into activity in
holding her responsible for her acts. He said in effect,
`Don't feel unworthy and inferior; you are a person
worthy to be healed, worthy to claim my attention. Stand
up and acknowledge your personhood, your rights as a
human being.' "7
Jesus Tested a Woman's Faith
The Syrophenician woman's plea to have her possessed daughter healed was at first refused (Matt. 15:2128; Mark 7:24-30), not because of her sex, but because
she was a Gentile. Jesus was trying to break down His
disciples' prejudice by taking them into Gentile territory.
By treating the woman this way He gently rebuked His
disciples and drove home a much needed lesson.8 The
woman's persistence led Jesus to exclaim, " '0 woman,
great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.' And
her daughter was healed instantly" (Matt. 15:28, R.S.V.).
The Gospel of Luke also records Christ's Sabbath
healing of a woman who had been physically deformed
for 18 years (Luke 13:10-17). Jesus addressed her in the
synagogue, told her that she was freed from her infirmity,
and publicly laid His hands on her. In doing so He violated Jewish traditional Sabbath laws and disregarded
the social proprieties of His time. When the ruler of the
synagogue publicly expressed his indignation Jesus replied, "Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his
ox or his ass from the manger, and lead it away to water
it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham
whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from
this bond on the sabbath day?" (Luke 13:15, 16). If a
domestic animal bound for a few hours can be loosed for
watering on Sabbath, could not a woman, yes, a daughter
of Abraham, be loosed from the bond of an 18-year-old
infirmity on the Sabbath?
❑
To be continued
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